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tnacV, and to encreafe Hypochondriacal difeafes, and To cook'd 
now, as if it werctobe transform’d into a Caudle or Cuftard. 

A curious and exact Relation 

of a Sand-floud, which hath lately overwhelmed a great trail of 
Land in the County ^Suffolk > together with an account of the 
Checkin fart given to it 5 Communicated in an obliging Letter 
to the Publifher, by that Worthy Gentleman Thomas Wright 
E[quire , living upon the place , an da fufferer by that Deluge. 

S IR, 1 beg your pardon, that I have not made an earlier return 
to the Letter, by giving you the account, you required of 
thofe prodigious Sands, which I have the unhappinefs to beal- 
nioft buried in, and by which a confiderable part of my fmall 
fortune is quite fwallow’d up. But I affure you, my filence was 
nor the refultof any negledt, but rather of my refpe&s to you, 
whofe employments I know are too great to fuffer you often, va¬ 
cate mgis. The truth is, I fufpended the giving you any trouble, 
till I was put into feme capacity ofanfwering the whole Letter, 
as well concerning thofe few Improvements, this part of the Na¬ 
tion has made in Agriculture , as thefe wonderful Sands , which al¬ 
though they inhabit with and upon me, and have not yet 
exceeded one Century^ fince they fir.ft broke prifon, I could not 
without Come difficulty trace to their Original. But I now find 
it to be in a Warren in Lakenheath (a Town belonging to the 
Dean and Chapter of Ely ? diftant not above 5 miles, and lying 
South-weft and by Weft of this place) where fome great Sand-hills 
(whereof there is ftill a remainder) having the Superficies , or 
Ivvord of the ground (as we call it) broken by the impetuous 
South-weft winds, blew upon fome of the adjacent grounds 5 which 
being much of tire fame nature, and having nothing but a thin 
cruft of barren earth to fecure its good behaviour, was foon rot¬ 
ted and difTolved by the other Sand, and thereby eafily fitted to 
increafe the Mafs, and to bear it company in this ftrange pro¬ 
gress. 

At the firft Eruption thereof (which does not much exceed the 
memories of fome perfons ftill living) I fuppofe, the whole Ma- 
gnzin of Sand could not cover above 8. or 10 acres of ground., 
which increafd into a ioco acres, before the Sand had 

travail’d 
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travailed 4 miles from its firft aboad. Indeed it met With this 
advantage, that till it came into this Town, all the ground, it 
part over, was almoft of as mutinous a nature as it felf, and want¬ 
ed nothing but fuch a Companion to retit free, and to follicit it 
to this new Invafion. All the oppofition it met with in its 
Journy hither, was from one Farm-houfe, which flood within a 
mile and a half from its firft fource. This the Owner at firft en¬ 
deavour’d to have fecur’d by force and building of Bulworks a- 
gainft the Affaults thereof $ but this wing’d Enemy was not to 
be fo oppof’d: which, after fome difpute, the Owner perceiving, 
did not only flight the former Works, but all his Fences, and 
what elfe might obftruft the paflage of this unwelcome gueft, 
and in four years effe&ed that by a Compliance and Submiffton, 
which could never have been done upon other terms : In which 
he was fo fuccefsful, as that there is fcarce any footfteps left of 
this mifchievous Enemy. 

*Tis between 30 and 40 years, fince it firft reacht the bounds 
of this Town 5 where it continued for 10. or 12 years in the 
Out-skirts, without doing any confiderabje mifchief to the fame. 
Thereafon of which 1 guefs to be, that its Current was then 
down-bill^ which fhelter’d it from thofe winds, that gave it mo¬ 
tion. But that Valley being once paft, it went above a mile 
(up-bill) in two months time, and over-ran 200 acres of very 
good Corn the fame year. ’Ti$ now got into the body of this 
little Town, where it hath buried and deftroy’d divers Tene¬ 
ments and other Houfes, and has inforc’d us to preferve the re¬ 
mainder at a greater charge than they are worth. Which doubt- 
lefs hadalfo perifhc, had not my anedtion to this poor dwelling 
oblig’d me to preferve it at a greater expence than it was built: 
Where at laft 1 have given it fome Check,though for 4.01- 5-years 
our Attaques on both fides were with fo various fuccefs, as the 
Vidlory remain'd very ambiguous. For, it had fo pofleft all our 
Avenues, as there was no paffage to us but over two Walls of 8. 
or 9. foot high (which incompaff’d a fmall Grove before my 
houfe, now almoft buried in the Sand \) nay, it was oncefo near 
a conqueft, as at one end of my houfe it was pofleft of my Yard, 
and had blown up to the Eves of moft of my out-houfes. At the 
other end it had broke down my Garden- wall, and ft opt all paf¬ 
fage that way. 


But 



C?*4) 

Bat during thefe hard and various skirmeflies I obferved, that 
that Wing of Sand, that gave me theaflault, began to contrad 
into a much lefs compafs. For by flopping of it 4. or 5, years 
(what I could) with Furre-hedges, fet upon one another, asfaft 
as the Sand levelFd them (which I find to be the beft Expe¬ 
dient to hinder its paflage, and by which I have raifed Sand¬ 
banks near 20 yards high) I brought it into the C ircuit of about 
8, or to acres : And then in one year by laying fome hundreds 
of Loads of Muck and good earth upon it, I have again reduced 
it to Terra firma, have clear’d all my Walls, and by the a fli fiance 
and kindnefs of my neighbours (who help'd me away with above 
1500 loads in one month) cut a paflage to my houfe through the 
main body thereof. 

But the other end of the Town met with a much worfe fate, 
where divers dwellings are buried oroverthrown, and our Paftures 
and Meadows (which were very confiderable to fo fmall a Town, 
both for quantity and quality) over-run and deftroy’d: And the 
branch of the River Oafs, upon which we border, (being better 
known by the name of Tbetford -or Brandon- River, between 
which two Towns we lye,) tor 3 miles together fo fill’d with 
hand, that now a Veflel with two load weight pafleth with as 
much difficulty as before with io, But had not the ftream in- 
terpof’d, to flop its paflage into Norfolk, doubtlefs a good part 
of th t Country had ere now been left a defolace Trophy of this 
Conquering Enemy. For according to the proportion of its in- 
creafe in thefe 5 miles, which was from 10. acr. to 15' q 0 or 
20 O'j in 10 mi’.es more of the fame foil it would have been fwell’d 
to a great vaftnefs. 

And now, Sir, I have given you the Hiftory of our Sands. I 
{hall out of my refpedts to your defign, (which 1 truly vene¬ 
rate, and fhould be glad to be lubfervient to in the meantft capa¬ 
city) make this poor Eflay towards a Difcovery of a Beafon and 
Qaufe of this ftrange Accident Where the firft thing obferva- 
ble to me is the quality and fituation of the Country, in which 
this troublefome Gueft firft took his rife 5 which lyes Eafl- 
Nord-Eafl of a part of the great Level of the Ferns, and is there¬ 
by fully expofed to the rage of thofe Impetuous blafts, we year¬ 
ly receive out of the oppofite quarter: which, 1 fuppofe, acquire 

more 
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more than an ordinary vigor by the winds paffing through fo long 
a Tratf* without any check (which, when it has gone fo far in 
triumph, makes its nrft affaults with the greater fury.) The o- 
ther thing, that contributes to it, is, the extream Sandinefs of the 
Soyl, the levity of which, I believe, gave occafion to that Land- 
ftory of the Actions that ufe to be brought in Norfolk for Grounds 
blown out of the Owners poffeffion. But this County of Suffolk 
is more friendly in that particular, I having hitherto pofleffed 
great quanties of this Wandring land, without any fcruple; which 
I fhould yet be glad to be ridd off without any thing for the keep¬ 
ing, if the Owners would but dome kindnefs to fetch it away. 

As to our Georgicksy they are fo little the care and ftudy of any 
Ingenious perfons in thefe parts, that I am afham’d, I muft be fo 
breef upon a Subjeft fo much every bodie’s concern. The great- 
eft matters that have been done, hath been by Marling : For, 
50 load of Marie to an acre of dry barren lingy Heath make (as 
they fay) a very great improvement both for Corn , Turnips , 
Clover-grafs , Nonfuch and Cole-feed. Of the 3 firft, I fuppofe, 
I need to fay nothing. But of the 2. laft, (which are late Expe¬ 
riments) I have received a very good account from fome Norfolk 
Gentle-men,one of whom the laft year had of 7 acre of Non-luch 
or Hopp-Clover 70 loads of Seed, befides a great crop of good 
Hay i which was twice as much worth as the beft crop of Wheat 
in this Country. ’ Tis fown (as the Common Clover) with Corn, 
and when it once takes, it will hold 4 times as long in the grounds 
About a bufhel and an half foweth an Acre $ and the Seed is now 
brought to 12 s. the Comb (or 4 bufhels) which was lately at 
40 s. The fame Gentleman had the laft year 10 Combs per acre 
©fColefeed upon a very dry heath (only improv’d by Marling ) 
and was this year in expedation of a much greater crop, when I 
laft faw him. I am, Sir, Your, &c. 

Downham Aremrum 3 in Suffolk , July 6 .1 66S„ 



